


What is the concept of welfare 

state? 
Definitions: 

A welfare state is a system of government run 

organizations that helps everyone to have a good quality 

of life. 

A welfare state is a government that provides for the 

prosperity or the wellbeing of the citizens completely.   

It is a state in which the government assumes 

responsibility for minimum standards of living for every 

citizen.  

 



History of the concept of Welfare State  

 
Started from the First Islamic State of Medina in 622 

A.D. The concept of welfare and support to the needy 
was introduced in early Islamic law as forms of Zakat 
(charity), one of the five Pillars of Islam. 

Continued, developed and more refined during Pious 
Caliphate in the 8th century. The taxes (including 
Zakat and Jizya) collected in the treasury of an 
Islamic government were used to provide income for 
the needy, including the poor, elderly, orphans, 
widows, and the disabled.  

 



 
Resolution of Welfare State  

 The resolution of the welfare state is to generate 

economic and social equality. 

  To assure reasonable standards of living for all, 

access to justice, freedom of faith, freedom of speech 

and transparency in decisions of executive.  

 The welfare state is responsible to provides education, 

housing, rations, healthcare, pensions, unemployment 

insurance, sick leave or time off due to injury, health 

facilities , and equal opportunities for employment.  

 



: 

 It is not our purpose to make the rich richer and to 

accelerate the process of accumulation in the hands of few 

individuals. We should aim at leveling up the general 

standard of living amongst the masses, our ideal should 

not be capitalistic but Islamic and the interests and welfare 

of the people as a whole should be kept constantly in 

mind.” 

 



Quaid e Azam and the concept of welfare 

state  
 Quaid-e-Azam wanted Pakistan to be a welfare state. On 

March 12,1949, the Constituent Assembly of Pakistan 

adopted Objective Resolution, which contained principles 

for framing of the Constitution based on Islamic principles 

including welfare state. 

 “Pakistan should not blindly follow Western economic 

theory and practice and should develop its own economic 

system based on true Islamic concept of equality of 

manhood and social justice.” 

 



: 

Islamic state’s welfare and responsibility 
 

 Food, Health, Shelter & Security : 

As per the Qur'anic teachings the Islamic state should 

guarantee equal rights and provision of basic necessities to 

all ethnic, regional, cultural, tribal and religious groups.  

 



 The Right to Basic Necessities of Life: 

“The government is the guardian of anyone who has no 

other guardian. -(Abu Daud, Tirmizi)  

 The above mentioned saying of Prophet Muhammad 

(PBUH) establish beyond any doubt that the responsibility 

of providing basic needs to its citizens lies on the Islamic 

state. In this matter, Islam has made no distinction 

between the Muslims and non-Muslims  

 



 Currently Pakistan does not resemble with the ideal 

Islamic Welfare State which the Quaid had envisioned and 

would have tried to exercise had he lived longer. 

 Be responsible, now its our duty to develop Pakistan as 

welfare state.  

 




